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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, SP 
SUB J : CUBAN TRADE 

REF: MADRID A-04 

1. GENERAL FAB RICA ESPANOLA DEL CAUCHO, S.A. (75 PERCENT OWNED BY 
GENERAL TIRE OF USA) INFORMED EMBASSY THAT IT IS BEING PRESSED BY 
CUBATEX, CUBAN GOVT PURCHASING AGENCY, TO SELL IT $300,000 
WORTH OF RUBBER FLOORING MATERIAL. GENERAL HAS BEEN STALLING 
RESPONSE TO CUBANS IN VIEW US GOVT REGULATIONS CONTROLLING 
COMMERCIAL CONTACTS BETWEEN AMERICANS AND CUBANS. CUBATEX HAS 
THREANTENED TO BRING GENERAL S RESISTENCE TO ATTENTION OF GOS IN 
EFFORT TO FORCE GENERAL TO SELL. 

2. EMBASSY CONCERNED POSSIBLE REPERCUSSIONS OF ISSUE REACHING 
OFFICIAL LEVEL. WE WOULD APPRECIATE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE DEPT 
GUIDANCE FOR RESPONDING TO GENERAL. 
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